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Biographies  
Haleemah Oladamade Ahmad, Senior Research Associate and Chief Editor 
with the Da’wah Institute of Nigeria (DIN), Islamic Education Trust (IET), 
Minna, Niger State, Nigeria 
Personal Twitter: @kaatibah 
Organization Twitter: @DIN_Minna 
 
Ahmad has a background in preventing religious extremism and 
building resilience against violent extremism, gender equity, and 
upholding the rights of women, especially Muslim women, community 

engagement, and the general promotion of interreligious harmony and peaceful coexistence. She 
is a Fellow of the Cardinal Onaiyekan Foundation for Peace (COFP) and was the Coordinator for 
Al-Ansor Trust Fund, a humanitarian welfare organization, which helps to provide access to food, 
healthcare, clothing, shelter, and education to vulnerable people in the community, including 
widows and orphans. She has given numerous public talks on issues concerning women and 
Islam and was the anchor of a radio programme ‘The Treasure Chest’. In 2018, through a project 
supported by the Carter Center and alongside a team of religious experts, Ahmad contributed to 
research and discussion for an Islamic annotation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
which is an Islamic validation and confirmation of the basic values and principles that the UDHR 
espouses and which do not contradict any of the fundamental teachings of Islam. Her vision is to 
see an inclusive world where peace reigns, every human being is dignified and has access to 
needed resources irrespective of gender, race, religion or color. 
 

Wesam Ahmad, Head of Business and Human Rights Section, Al-Haq, 
Palestine 
 
A Palestinian-American born and raised in the U.S.  He holds a 
Bachelor’s in Political Science and Sociology from Louisiana State 
University (LSU) as well as a J.D., also from LSU.  In 2012, he completed 
an LLM in International Human Rights Law from the National 
University of Ireland at Galway. He has been working as a human rights 
advocate with Al-Haq, the oldest Palestinian Human Rights 

organization, since 2006. During the course of time, he has contributed to the development of the 
organization’s work in the area of Business and Human Rights, including corporate 
accountability.  

 
Rajaa Altalli, Co-Founder and Co-Director, Center for Civil Society and 
Democracy, Syria 
 
CCSD is a Syrian NGO working to strengthen civil society and 
democracy by promoting the values of freedom, justice, and coexistence 
through community education, capacity building, non-violent 
mobilization, and advocacy. The organization is nonpartisan and is not 
affiliated with any political or religious party. It currently has roughly 80 
diverse staff members, working in Syria and refugee communities, to 

build the capacity of civil society and lay the groundwork for inclusive democracy and peace. 



Altalli designed and initiated CCSD’s Women for the Future of Syria program, which empowers 
Syrian women to take leadership in building peace and democracy in Syria. Altalli has 
documented human rights abuses in Syria, trained countless civil society activists in leadership 
and advocacy among other things, acted as a liaison between grassroots networks and 
international decision-makers, and conducted research to shine a light on, among other topics, 
the challenges of unarmed resistance in Syria, with a focus on women activists. She is currently 
serving as one of the 12 Syrian women appointed by the UN Office of the Special Envoy to the 
Women’s Advisory Board. Altalli graduated from the University of Damascus in 2002 with a 
degree in Mathematics and the highest marks in the country and additionally received a diploma 
in Information Systems. She participated in the Fulbright Program in 2006, attending 
Northeastern University in Boston, Massachusetts (USA), where she studied Applied 
Mathematics, receiving her Master’s degree in 2009. She continued at Northeastern for three years 
as a Ph.D. candidate in Geometric Analysis. 
 

Mohna Ansari, Member, National Human Rights Commission, Nepal 
 
Ansari is a well-known activist and Nepal’s only female attorney. She 
started her career as a journalist at a young age reporting on women and 
children’s issues. After her graduation in 2003, she served with the Nepal 
Bar Association providing free legal aid to women affected by domestic 
violence. From 2004 to 2010, she worked with Action Aid, The McConnell 
Foundation, the Women’s Power Development Center, and the UNDP. 
She implemented women’s education and empowerment programs, 

reported on the plight of women and raised their voice at public forums. During the armed 
conflict, she advocated for the protection of women from sexual violence. In 2010, Ansari was 
appointed as member of the National Women Commission (NWC). She worked with the 
Constituent Assembly committees to advance important provisions for women’s rights, 
representation, and protection. After completing the NWC tenure, she was reappointed as 
member of the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) in 2014. Herself coming from a 
disadvantaged group, Ansari has raised the voice of disadvantaged and marginalized 
communities in Nepal. In doing so, she has faced multiple challenges, often in forms of maligning 
campaigns and threats. She writes in national papers and participates in TV debates to raise 
women’s and human rights issues. Ansari has been honored with awards for her work by several 
Nepali organizations, including the National Award “Suprabal Jana Sewa Shree” given by the 
President of Nepal. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Law and a Master’s in Sociology. 
 

Ijaz Alam Augustine, Minister of Human Rights, Pakistan 
 
Augustine is currently serving as a member of the Provincial Assembly 
of Punjab of Pakistan and Provincial Minister for Human Rights and 
Minorities Affairs with an additional charge of Minister for Interfaith 
Harmony. His political career is long and distinguished. Augustine 
became an Architect Engineer but entered the political arena in 1996 as 
the minority member of the district council. An ardent proponent of 
human rights, he opposes religious discrimination and has been 

tirelessly working for defending the rights of religious minorities. He took a landmark initiative 
of “Minority Empowerment Package” for safeguarding the rights of religious minorities. Under 
the Minority Empowerment Package, a two percent quota would be given to minorities in 



professional and higher education institutions, and minority prisoners would get remission, like 
Muslim prisoners get on special occasions like Eid. Furthermore, a bill has been passed, and now 
minority prisoners can read their holy books like the Bible, Gita, and Granth Sahib, as Muslim 
prisoners read their holy book. His ministry is working on removing hate material from the 
curriculum. Equally, agreements are being signed with different technical institutions to give 
skilled training to around 8000 minority children all over Punjab every year, and each one of them 
will get a grant to initiate his/her business. His vision is to serve his people with compassion and 
wisdom and empower them to live in freedom, happiness, and justice. 
 

Memory Bandera, Director of Programs and Administration, East and Horn 
of Africa Human Rights Defenders Project, Zimbabwe 
Personal Twitter: @MemoryBandera 
Organization Twitter: @DefendDefenders  
 
Bandera is a US-trained Zimbabwean whose specialty is in International 
Development. She is passionate about human rights and social and 
economic development issues. Her passion for human rights dates back 

to 1999 when she co-founded Girl Child Network Zimbabwe and Uganda in 2011. The GCN 
Empowerment Model has been replicated in other countries, helping nearly a million girls. Prior 
to that, she was the Deputy Director-Programs and Special Projects at International Law Institute-
African Centre for Legal Excellence (ILI-ACLE). Before joining ILI-ACLE, Bandera worked as 
Regional Program Coordinator for East Africa with Youth Action International, and she also has 
experience working with Marketing Science Institute in Boston, USA. Over the years, Bandera 
has developed strong inter-personal skills enabling her to work at different levels from grassroots 
to regional, to international initiatives. Bandera is a Vital Voices Lead Fellow alumna (2013-2016); 
Zimbabwe International Women’s Awards 2014 Nominee; Woman Role Model for GCN 
Zimbabwe (2003, 2006, 2007 & 2009); Nominee for the International Museum of Women (2006); 
Peace & World Security Studies Award (2003); recipient of Ruth C. Lawson Summer International 
Internship Award (2003); and the July 2002 Woman of the Month in honor of World Youth Day 
by Gender Equality Canada. Bandera received her Master’s of Science in International Relations 
from Suffolk University and her Bachelor’s from Mount Holyoke College in the USA. 
 

Brigitte Bashali Mubaya, Coordinator, Dynamique des Femmes des Mines, DRC 
Organization Twitter: @DYFEM_RDC 
 
Bashali Mubuya holds a degree in political and administrative social 
sciences from the University of Goma. Committed to human rights 
advocacy, her work contributes to the emergence of new female 
leadership in natural resource governance. She works to promote 
accountability, citizen control, and sustainable community development 
to make the mining sector a force for peace, stability, and growth in the 

DRC. Bashali Mubuya also works to support local community monitoring of corporate social 
responsibility. She has been involved in the implementation of due diligence mechanisms to 
ensure responsible sourcing of minerals from conflict areas in the DRC. Further, Bashali Mubuya 
is active in the implementation of the global strategy for the socio-economic empowerment of 
women living in artisanal mining areas in eastern DRC.  



Senator Hafida Benchehida, Senator, People's Democratic Republic of 
Algeria 
 
Benchehida has been Senator of the Republic of Algeria since 2013 and 
was a member of the Foreign Affairs Committee until 2015. She is a 
founding member of the Algerian Women’s Parliamentarian Network, 
and as of January 2016, the Deputy Chairperson for Legal & 
Administrative Affairs and the Human Rights Committee in the Senate. 
She holds a Propaedeutic diploma in medicine from Neuchâtel and a 

second Propaedeutic in medicine from Lausanne. Benchehida is the founding member of the 
Arab Women Parliamentarian Network; a spouse of a diplomat who has lived in Geneva, Madrid, 
Havana, and New York; she co-chaired a session at the Alliance of Civilizations on “Women’s 
role in peace (prevention, mediation, negotiation);” and she had mediation training with the 
Toledo International Peace Center for Peace in 2015, is a member of Mediterranean Women 
Mediators, and the International Civil Society Action Network (ICAN). In 2018, she participated 
in the Stockholm Forum on Gender Equality and a workshop on women in conflict zones. She 
was a speaker at the NATO Foundation where she addressed “Tailoring measures for Africa’s 
threats and challenges.” Benchehida graduated cum laude in parliamentary translation for four 
languages from the University of Geneva, with two additional translator and interpreter 
diplomas. 

 
Fernando Carrillo Flórez, Inspector/Attorney General, Colombia 
Organization Twitter: @PGN_COL 
Personal Twitter: @fcarrilloflorez 
 
Carrillo is a lawyer who graduated with honors from the Pontificia 
Universidad Javeriana in Bogotá. He holds a Master's Degree in Public 
Law and Finance from Harvard University and a Master's Degree in 
Public Policy and Administration from the John F. Kennedy School of 
Government at the same university. He was one of the promoters of the 

Student Movement “Séptima Papeleta” that made possible the calling upon of the National 
Constituent Assembly in 1991, in which he also participated as the President of the Judicial 
Committee. Carillo proposed the creation of the Prosecutor General's Office, the Constitutional 
Court and other institutions aiming at the modernization of justice. In addition, he promoted the 
injunction action (Tutela); the right of every citizen to appeal for the protection of its 
constitutional/fundamental rights. He has held, among others, the following positions: Minister 
of Justice, Minister of Interior, Ambassador of Colombia in Spain, Director of the Legal Defense 
Agency of Colombia, and Representative of the Inter-American Development Bank in Paris and 
Brazil. He has been a professor at Javeriana, Andes, Sabana, Center for Constitutional Studies in 
Madrid, Carlos III University, Institute of Political Studies in Paris -Sciences Po, among other 
universities. He has published more than 14 books and 80 articles on democracy, governance, and 
reform of justice. 
 



Naima Dido, Consultant, Tostan and Program Director, Seed Program 
International, USA 
 
Dido was born in Nairobi, Kenya, into a family of Oromo political 
refugees that fled Ethiopia in the early 1970s. In 1989, she was resettled 
in the U.S. along with her parents and four younger siblings. She 
describes herself as an activist for human rights and for the protection 
and equity of women and girls. Her professional experience, 
volunteerism, and life experience as an African, a woman, and a refugee 

inform her passion for protecting human rights and dignity. She believes poverty and human 
rights violations are usually, at the root, about imbalances of power and the lack of access to 
resources. She also believes change is possible and solutions require good ideas, courage, and 
persistence by all the stakeholders, young and old, women and men.  She has more than 20 years’ 
experience working with refugee and immigrant communities in the US and Africa. She is the 
Founder and Executive Director of Threads Weaving Dreams, where she works with her team 
curating wellness retreats for FGM/C activists and survivors globally. She is a spokesperson for 
Tostan, a West Africa based organization that empowers communities to develop and achieve 
their vision for the future and inspires large-scale movements leading to dignity for all. She’s also 
an ambassador for Seed Programs International (SPI), an Asheville, NC, based organization that 
partners with women's empowerment programs globally. SPI utilizes gardens as safe spaces for 
growing food and livelihoods as well as space for discussing sensitive topics like FGM/C and 
mental health. 
 

Reda Eldanbouki, Executive Director, Women’s Center for Guidance and 
Legal Awareness, Egypt 
 
Reda Eldanbouki is a human rights attorney and activist, for gender 
equality and fighting discrimination against women and gender-based 
violence. He founded Woman’s Center for Guidance and Legal 
Awareness (WCGLA), a feminist NGO that works to protect and 
promote human rights for women and youth within the framework of 
international human rights mechanisms and standards. Fighting GBV, 

Reda put himself in danger being beaten by the harasser family just to support a woman who 
was subjected to physical sexual harassment in Upper Egypt. It was the first case in the Upper 
Egypt region, and due to restricted social norms and conservative culture, locals of these areas 
fear of filing a report to the police, since it affects the women's reputation, while indeed the 
harasser was sent to jail for 3 years. WCGLA affiliates to international and regional networks as 
where it promotes principles of equality and fair systems. Above all, Mr. Reda had several 
opportunities of speaking engagement at American universities and global forums where he 
emphasized on the pressure and influences that decision-makers worldwide can make to fasten 
the amendments to the Egyptian law and changing policies according to the signed agreement 
and international declarations. And as a cost of his work Reda was banned from traveling for a 
couple of times while he was on the way to support human rights internationally. Reda’s vision 
is to see empowered women, youth and teens living in a just and equal Egypt where they enjoy 
all their human rights. 
 



Carole Excell, Acting Director, World Resources Institute, USA 

With more than 15 years of environmental and legal professional 
development experience, Excell manages the Environmental 
Democracy Practice at WRI, which supports the development of laws 
and practices to improve environmental democracy, transparency, 
participation, and access to justice in countries all over the world. She 
has a special focus on  making efforts to provide support for 
environmental and land defenders and advocating for increasing civic 

space. Previously she was the Project Director for The Access Initiative, working on  transparency 
and participation around air and water quality, oceans and forest management. Excell was also 
Coordinator for the Freedom of Information Unit of the Cayman Islands Government in charge 
of ensuring the development and effective implementation of the Cayman Islands Freedom of 
Information Law. She worked with The Carter Center as Field Representative in Jamaica, working 
on their Access to Information Project. Excell is an Attorney-at-law with a LLB from the 
University of the West Indies and Certificate of Legal Education from the Norman Manley Law 
School, Mona. She has a Masters Degree in Environmental Law from the University of Aberdeen 
in Scotland. She has seven years working experience working for the Government of Jamaica on 
environmental and planning issues both at the Natural Resources Conservation Authority and 
then at its successor the National Environment and Planning Agency. 
 

Ruki Fernando, Advisor, INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre, 
Colombo, Sri Lanka 
Personal Twitter: @rukitweets  
  
Fernando is a Sri Lankan human rights activist. He has traveled widely 
in Sri Lanka and Asia, where he has facilitated human rights training. 
Fernando works closely with individuals and communities whose rights 
have been violated, especially those struggling for truth, justice, and 
reparations. He has been involved in monitoring and documenting 

human rights violations, as well as national and international campaigns and advocacy, including 
engagement with UN human rights mechanisms. A key area of Fernando’s work has been the 
protection of human rights defenders and journalists at risk, both in Sri Lanka and other Asian 
countries, including relocation, training, and mentoring on protection and security. He has also 
faced threats and had to relocate temporarily. He is still under investigation under anti-terror 
laws in Sri Lanka. Amongst the human rights issues he has focused on are enforced 
disappearances, freedom of expression, freedom of religion, land rights, IDPs, transitional justice, 
refugees and asylum seekers. He is also a regular writer and commentator on human rights issues 
in Sri Lanka for local and international media. He is the 2009 Laureate of the Justice and Peace 
Award by the Bishop Tji Hak Soon Foundation in the Republic of Korea and won the Human 
Rights Defenders award in 2008 from the Human Rights Office in Kandy, Sri Lanka.  
 



Mads Gottlieb, Consultant, Denmark 
Personal Twitter: @mads_gottlieb 
 
Gottlieb is an independent consultant who currently develops Risk 
Mitigation Plans and designs MEAL frameworks (Monitoring, 
Evaluation, Accountability, and Learning) for National Human Rights 
Institutions (NHRIs) and Network of NHRIs. He worked for the Danish 
Institute for Human Rights for 10 years, including as a Senior Human 
Rights Advisor at two large-scale capacity development projects; in 2014-

2015 in Zimbabwe at the project establishing the Zimbabwe Human Rights Commission; and 
from 2016-2019 on a 3-year Capacity Development Project supporting 85 Human Rights 
Institutions globally, and 5 Networks of NHRIs (global and regional). The latter project 
strengthened the institutions’ and networks’ knowledge, methodologies, and tools in five areas 
(Human Rights Education; Monitoring & Reporting; Business and Human Rights; Economic, 
Social & Cultural Rights; and Institutional Safeguarding). Before joining the Danish Institute for 
Human Rights, Gottlieb worked at the University of Copenhagen for 1 year as an assistant 
teacher, and for 2 years as a Geographic Information System Analyst at a private company. In 
addition, he worked with Data Privacy Management and as a consultant at two smaller climate 
change assignments. Gottlieb is a Danish citizen residing in Atlanta, USA. He holds a Master’s in 
Science in Cultural Geography from the University of Copenhagen, Denmark, with a focus on 
Urban Planning and Sustainable Development.  
 

Ilham Makki Hammadi, Anthropologist, and Gender Trainer, Women 
Human Rights Defenders Coalition, Iraq 
 
Hammadi is a researcher, activist, and trainer on issues of women's 
rights, gender, and gender-based violence (SGBV). Recently she was a 
lead researcher for SGBV Iraq Mapping Report 2019. Hammadi is a 
member of the Iraqi Women's Network and the Iraqi Al-Amal 
Association, where she coordinates and supervises many activities and 
programs on the protection of women during and after conflicts, as well 

as programs involving women in the peacebuilding process. She has a master’s degree in 
Anthropology from the College of Arts, University of Baghdad. For her thesis paper, "The 
political culture of Iraqi Parliament's female members," she studied the effect of Iraqi political 
culture and society on the role of female Iraqi members of Parliament. She holds a Ph.D. in 
Anthropology from Saint Joseph University, Beirut, Lebanon. Her Ph.D. thesis was about the 
impact of Al Hawza Schools on Iraqi Islamic women's lives. Currently, she is a teacher in the Iraqi 
Ministry for Education. 
 

Maher Hanin, Founding Member, Tunisian Forum for Economic and Social 
Rights, Tunisia 
 
Hanin is a Tunisian political and human rights activist who was involved 
in the political opposition to dictatorship, from 2000 until the Tunisian 
Revolution in January 2011. He was actively involved in the democratic 
transition as a member of the National Body of Democratic Transition 
and Objectives of the Revolution in 2011, and as a political leader in 
democratic parties until 2014. Hanin also had an important contribution 



to push alter globalism movements in Tunisia and the Maghreb, by co-founding in 2011 the 
"Tunisian Forum for Economics and Socials Rights" (FTDES). He was an NGO co-organizer of the 
World Social Forum in Tunisia in 2013 and 2015, and, in 2016, joined "Nachaz," which is an active 
association in the public political debate.  He has published several articles and political analyses. 
With a double professional background in philosophy and sociology, the main focus in his 
publications since 2018 is resistance and social movements research. Hanin continues his 
activism, keeping in heart and mind, the dream of the Tunisian Revolution. "I am deeply 
convinced that achieving the objectives of the Dignity and Freedom Revolution in Tunisia, and 
also in the Arab Region, is possible. Through activism, engagement in defending human, 
socioeconomic, and women’s rights, through being a part and supporting the Resistance Society, 
and through international solidarity and common action, we can work to a build a better world 
for all of us.” 
 

Melinda Holmes, Program Director, ICAN, USA  
 
Holmes is the Program Director at the International Civil Society Action 
Network (ICAN) for the Women’s Alliance for Security Leadership 
(WASL) which brings together existing women’s networks, 
practitioners, and organizations with long-standing experience in 
addressing extremism and promoting peace, rights and pluralism to 
improve practices in communities affected by violence, and inform and 
offer pragmatic policy solutions for the international community. A 

peacebuilding specialist, writer, and strategist focusing on gender and political violence, Holmes 
is responsible for facilitating collaboration, analysis, advocacy, and outreach on gendered 
approaches for preventing and responding to violent extremism at ICAN. Holmes was a 2016-
2017 Visiting Fellow at LSE’s Centre for Women, Peace & Security, and previously worked with 
The Carter Center, where she advised on the engagement of religious and traditional beliefs, 
actors, and communities in advancing peace and human rights. Holmes graduated with a 
Master’s in international affairs from The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, focusing on the 
gendered and religious dynamics of conflict and peacebuilding. In 2010 and 2011, Holmes lived 
in Egypt where she served as a refugee legal caseworker amid the exacerbated human security 
crisis brought on by the January 25th uprising. Holmes has also worked as an educator at the 
Ecole d’Humanité in Switzerland where she developed and taught curricula on themes including 
nonviolence, conflict, globalization, and civic activism, and served as a youth mentor. 
 

Victoria Bolanle Ihesiulor, Marketing Director, Nigerian Television 
Authority, Nigeria  
 
Ihesiulor is a philanthropist who earned her recognition from Christ 
Treasured Royal Orphanage Ministry for her moral, spiritual, and 
financial support to the home. She was given a political appointment as 
board Secretary in Kogi State SPEB from 1999-2003. Ihesiulor was elected 
chairperson at Women’s Wing of Christian Association of Nigeria 
(WOWICAN) in 2016. During this short tenure, the Association carried 

out spiritual and social activities, which included economic empowerment seminars and 
workshops for children, women, and widows who were specifically empowered to start their 
own small-scale businesses. In October 2018, Ihesiulor was elected National Chairperson of 
WOWICAN and had attended several workshops organized by EU-UN joint spotlight initiative 



and UN women.  She participated in the Nigeria Inter-Religious Council and ,  a workshop on 
promoting community well-being in Thies, Senegal sponsored by The Carter Center. She also 
attended the 10th World Religions for Peace in Lindau, Germany. Ihesiulor is a recipient of 
several awards including Mother of Charity 2011, Interfaith Leadership Award 2012, Unique 
Mother 2015, Star Mother in the Lord 2015, Award of Excellence 2018, Heroine of Faith 2018, A 
Beacon of Peace and Excellent Leadership in Nigeria 2019, and Ambassador of Peace and a 
Crusader for Christ 2019. Her dream and vision is to improve the society and dignity of 
womanhood. 
 

Dipendra Jha, Founder, Terai Human Rights Defenders Alliance, Nepal 
Personal Twitter: @dipjha 
 
Jha is the first and incumbent chief attorney of Province 2, one of seven 
provinces of Nepal and the Convener of Bill Drafting Facilitation 
Committee. Prior to his appointment, he practiced law at the Supreme 
Court of Nepal. He has a Master’s degree in Peace and Conflict from 
Bradford University, UK and a second Master’s in Human Rights from 
Mahidol University, Thailand. Jha obtained his LLB & LLM in 

Constitutional & Criminal Law from Tribhuvan University, Nepal. He was engaged by the first 
and second Constituent Assembly as a constitutional expert in the constitution-making process 
of various committees. Jha has continuously written on the content and process of the new Nepali 
constitution. His book, Federal Nepal: Trial & Tribulation, which critiques the new constitution, was 
published in 2018 by Aakar Publication, New Delhi India. 
 

Halima Jibril, Founding Member, Federation of Muslim Women’s 
Association, Nigeria 
 
Jibril is an Education and Gender Consultant whose work with UNICEF 
Nigeria between 2005 and 2012 was to enroll more girls to schools in 
Katsina and Bauchi States. She is an ardent defender and promoter of 
human rights and believes that promoting the right to education for girls 
is the key to guarantee their other rights. Her work with rural 
communities encouraged parents to support the education of girls as an 

investment for the future.  Jibril is fortunate to be one of the founding members of the Federation 
of Muslim Women’s Associations in Nigeria (FOMWAN), the largest Muslim Women’s 
Organization in West Africa. She was its first National Secretary in 1985, its 2nd National Public 
Relations Officer, and a member of its Board of Trustees. She is currently the National Amirah 
(President) of FOMWAN, working with the State Branches to curb drug and sexual abuse among 
youth, working with communities on the concept of community-led development as a basis for 
understanding Human Rights, and promoting community well-being and development. Jibril 
believes that “When girls are educated, there are immeasurable benefits at the individual, family, 
and societal levels. Girls’ education is key to building an economically empowered society and a 
blow to superstitious/cultural beliefs that denigrate girls and womanhood. Every girl is Allah’s 
creation, an asset, a valuable resource for building other lives.” On community development, she 
says “Sustainable development can be achieved only when rural communities define their 
development aspirations, design and implement programmes that touch their lives.” 
 



Carole Lumbu Faila, Executive Director, Dynamique des Femmes sur les 
Ressources Naturelles, DRC 
 
Lumbu Faila is a lawyer specializing in human rights, with 12 years of 
experience in a Congolese law firm. Her experience and performance 
were recognized by the International Criminal Court, which included 
Lumbu Faila on its list of ICC assistant counsels. In addition, she has 
expertise in international human rights legislation. Lumbu Faila is a 
human rights activist specializing in the human rights of vulnerable 

communities or individuals affected by the extractive industries, in particular women’s rights 
issues in the sector. Currently, Lumbu Faila is Executive Director of the NGO, Dynamique des 
Femmes sur les Ressources Naturelles (DYFREN), whose mission is to advocate for the integration 
of a gender approach to natural resource governance in the DRC. Since 2006, she has been 
working on behalf of International and Congolese NGOs as a consultant to strengthen capacity, 
particularly in natural resource management. She has participated in and coordinated research 
on the impact of the extractive industries on local communities in the mining sector in Katanga. 
Lumbu Faila has a mastery of the dynamics in the extractive sector and of the actors involved, 
particularly local communities, and therefore, a command of lobbying and advocacy techniques 
and approaches.  
 

Muna Luqman, Founder and Chairperson, Food4Humanity, Yemen 
 
Luqman is an activist for women, peace, and security. She is a member of 
WASL Alliance, and a co-founder of the Women Solidarity Network, the 
largest network of women in Yemen. She has briefed the UN Security 
Council about Yemen and has participated at the UN Human Rights 
Council, as well as Geneva Peace Week with UNEP, UPR pre-session with 
WILPF, UN Women, and also high-level meetings at the EU in London 
and Foreign Commonwealth in Norway. Luqman advocates for an end to 

the war and for women’s participation in the peace process in Yemen. She has helped thousands of 
Yemeni families through community initiatives such as the Water4Peace project. Luqman has 
participated in climate change and conflict-related initiatives and including the World Water Week 
in Sweden. Luqman is the recipient of The Eighth International Young Women's Peace Award. 
 

Wai Wai Lwin, Consultant, WE Generation Network, Myanmar  
 
Lwin, a Myanmar national, joined WE Generation Network in June 2016. 
She works to ensure the accountability of the private sector in the labor 
field, including the human rights impacts of foreign companies that 
invest in Myanmar. Prior to WE Generation Network, she served as 
Researcher Project Manager, Business, and Human Rights Resource 
Center; and Executive Director of local NGO, BadeiDha Moe. In those 
positions, she focused on land rights issues, working alongside farmers 

in eviction and land confiscation cases, especially in areas with heavy foreign direct investment. 
Lwin seeks to encourage public accountability for the human rights impacts of foreign companies 
operating in Myanmar. She has explored various remedies to assist communities facing land 
disputes, including mediation and other informal grievance processes. Recently, she has been 
leading the development of Open Data Myanmar, an effort to create an online database of land 



disputes in Myanmar with the goal of eventually helping communities solve them. She has also 
facilitated several stakeholder consultations and has carried out a number of community-led 
social impact assessments. Prior to the Resource Center and BadeiDha Moe, she worked with 
INGOs and the UN on development, relief, and child rights programs. Her work contributed to 
community-led data collection about land grabbing in foreign direct investment areas, post-civil 
war traumatic areas, and impact environmental areas, which contributed to creating and opening 
up space for peace, federalism, and equally shared natural resources. 

Phil Lynch, Director, International Service for Human Rights, Switzerland 
Organization Twitter: @ISHRglobal 
Personal Twitter: @PhilALynch 
 
Lynch, as the Director of ISHR, has overall responsibility for the 
organization’s strategy, policy, programs, and operations. Under 
Lynch’s stewardship, ISHR has contributed significantly to developing 
and strengthening international and national laws and mechanisms for 
the protection of human rights defenders. Before joining ISHR, Lynch 

founded and led the Human Rights Law Center (2006-2013) and Homeless Law (2001-2005), both 
in Australia. A human rights lawyer by training, Lynch has run successful impact litigation before 
UN treaty bodies, the European Court of Human Rights, and the Federal and High Courts of 
Australia, among others, including in relation to refugee and migrant rights, voting rights and 
the rights of persons in detention. Lynch is a member of the Advisory Board to the EU’s 
Fundamental Rights Agency. He was awarded the Paul Baker Award for Administrative and 
Human Rights Law in 2010. 
 

Molly Melching, Founder and Creative Director Tostan, Senegal 
 
Melching has lived and worked in Senegal since 1974 and founded the 
international NGO, Tostan, in 1991.  Tostan, meaning “breakthrough” in 
the Wolof language of Senegal, implements a holistic, three-year 
empowering education program that has engaged over 3,000 rural 
African communities in cross-cutting modules on democracy, human 
rights and responsibilities, peace and security, problem-solving, hygiene 
and health, literacy, project management skills, and early childhood 

development. The program has supported both adults and youth to achieve life-transforming 
results in the areas of governance, health, education, economic growth, and the environment, and 
has led to more than 8,500 communities in eight African countries declaring their intention to 
abandon female genital cutting and child/forced marriage.  Melching and Tostan have received 
international recognition for their groundbreaking work in the areas of social norm change and 
human rights education and have received numerous awards including: The Conrad Hilton 
Humanitarian Prize, The Skoll Award for Social Entrepreneurship, UNESCO’s King Sejong 
Literacy Prize, and The Thomas J. Dodd Award for Justice and Human Rights. Melching 
and Tostan's story are the subject of However Long the Night, a New York Times best-selling book 
by acclaimed author Aimee Molloy and are featured in Melinda Gates's recent book, The Moment 
of Lift. 
 



Marianne Mollmann, Director of Regional Programs, Fund for Global 
Human Rights, USA 
 
Mollmann started her human rights career working on labor rights and 
trade issues with Global Trade Watch in Washington DC, before joining 
the Network in Solidarity with the People of Guatemala (NISGUA). Her 
interest in trade and income inequality led her to Peru, where she 
conducted legal research for the Centro de Asesoria Legal del Peru 

(CEDAL) on the human rights impact of the Financing for Development process. This work 
clarified for her the intersectional nature of exclusion and inequality. As a result, Mollmann was 
drawn to feminist activism, including through co-coordinating the women’s working group of 
the International Network on Economic Social and Cultural Rights. Mollman later played a 
leadership role at several international human rights organizations, most recently as Director of 
Research at Physicians for Human Rights. Previously, she served as Director of Programs at 
OutRight Action International (formerly International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights 
Commission), Senior Policy Advisor at Amnesty International’s International Secretariat, and 
Advocacy Director of the Women’s Rights Division at Human Rights Watch. Through her 
experiences with various types of human rights activism and organizations, Mollmann has come 
to believe the truest human rights revolution is to ensure growth and mutual learning in our day-
to-day relationships, whether personal or professional. 
 

Dr. Maati Monjib, President, Freedom Now, Morocco  
 
Monjib is a political analyst, human rights activist, and historian at the 
University of Mohammed V-Rabat. He is also the coordinator of 
Morocco’s Freedom Now- the Committee to Protect Freedom of Press 
and Expression, and a founding member of the 20 February Movement 
Support Council, which sought reform in Morocco during the Arab 
Spring. He has taught in Morocco, Senegal, and the United States. He has 

also initiated and facilitated debates between religious and secular activists in Morocco between 
2007 and 2014 and organized the “Press Now Investigative Journalism Prize” in Morocco from 
2008-2014. Monjib is a former Fulbright scholar-in-residence (2005-2006) and former Patkin 
Visiting Fellow at the Brookings Institution (2009). His works include The Moroccan Monarchy 
and the Struggle for Power (Paris: L’Harmattan, 1992), A Political Biography of Mehdi Ben Barka, 
with Z. Daoud (Paris: Editions Michalon, 1996-2000), and The Press between Information and 
Defamation (ed.) 2019.  Monjib holds two PhDs, his first from France in North African politics 
and his second from Senegal on African political history. He speaks French, Arabic, and English. 
Monjib has been prosecuted in Morocco since 2015 because of his pro-democracy activism and 
his critical writings on the government to which he faces up to five years in prison. Amnesty 
International and other human rights groups have called on the government of Morocco to drop 
charges against him and his co-accused. 
 



Godfrey Ochieng Okumu, Program Officer, Tostan International, Senegal 
Organization Twitter: @Tostan 
Personal Twitter: @Oyyekoredo 
 
Okumu is a social change advocate and activist with over 17 years of 
experience in community-led interventions, movement building, human 
rights advocacy, and management of social change projects in Africa. 
Okumu has supported and nurtured grassroots groups and communities 

on human rights advocacy, campaigning, networking, and social movements. He previously 
worked for NIGEE, where his role was to spearhead a campaign on ending child marriage and 
FGM/C which also included championing quality education for girls. Okumu also previously 
worked for Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) as a Field Coordinator for a Youth 
Intervention, where he was part of the team that adapted the eminently known Adolescents 
HIV/AIDS Evidence Based Families Matter! and Healthy Choices I&II programs in Kenya. As 
part of his international assignment, he also worked for Actionaid International Zambia as a 
National Youth Inspirator, which earned the organization in Zambia recognition as a youth-
friendly and vibrant campaign establishment. In 2018, Okumu was appointed to be a member of 
the International Planning Team for the GNB Global meeting 2018 under Girls Not Brides. At 
Tostan, Okumu is part of the Program and TTC training team, and he supports CEP trainings, 
conception, building partnerships, monitoring, and evaluating of training modules. He strongly 
believes and supports Tostan Model as a sustainable initiative.  

 
Raymond “Mong” Palatino, Southeast Asia Editor, Global Voices, 
Philippines  
OrganizationTwitter: @globalvoices 
Personal Twitter: @mongster 
  
Palatino is a Filipino blogger, activist, and former legislator. He is the 
Philippines’ first elected youth representative from 2009 to 2013. During 
his term in Congress, he advocated for stronger support for public 

education, human rights, and environment protection. As a blogger, his writings have been 
published in several alternative news websites in the Philippines, such as Bulatlat and Manila 
Today. He has been the Southeast Asia editor of Global Voices, a citizen media platform, since 2008. 
He is the Asia-Pacific editor of IFEX, the global network defending and promoting free 
expression. He also contributes for the Asean Beat of the Diplomat online magazine. As an 
activist, he is the chairman of the Metro Manila chapter of Bagong Alyansang Makabayan, a 
multisectoral alliance of people's organizations. He is also the chairman of Nilad environment 
network, which is campaigning against the massive reclamation projects in Manila Bay. He 
believes in the importance of activism to enact reforms in society: “What is impossible and 
unpopular today can be possible and popular in the future but only if we will fight for it.” 
 



William “Bill” Plitt, Executive Director, Friends of Tent of Nations, USA 
 
Friends of Tent of Nations is an all-volunteer corporation in North 
America that was established to create a living bridge to the Tent of 
Nations (TON). It’s a model organization that demonstrates the power of 
non-violent actions against power and oppression in the West Bank. 
Through his work with FOTONNA, from 2007 until the present time, Plitt 
has accompanied Daoud Nassar, a Palestinian Christian farmer and 
founder of the Tent of Nations project, on semi-annual tours across the 

U.S., sharing the message of “loving your neighbor” and “refusing to be enemies.” Together, they 
have encouraged their audiences to “come and see” the reality of the impact of the occupation on 
the Palestinian people and “go and tell” their simple message, which has transformed lives across 
the globe. For the last 14 years, Plitt has traveled regularly with peace delegations and on solo 
trips to Jordan, Israel, and the Occupied Territories, searching out groups of like-minded 
individuals who are working for a just peace in that region and doing so in a non-violent manner. 
 

Andrea Rocca, Deputy Director, Front Line Defenders, Ireland 
Personal Twitter: @androckirl 
Organisational Twitter: @FrontLineHRD 
 
Rocca joined Front Line Defenders in 2008, serving as Protection 
Coordinator for Sub-Saharan Africa and as Head of Protection. Today, 
Rocca contributes to the leadership and strategic direction of the 
organization. Previously he worked at the International Service for 
Human Rights (ISHR) in Geneva. Rocca is a lawyer by training, 

specializing in Public International Law. He serves as a member of the Advisory Board of the 
Center for Applied Human Rights at the University of York, as a board member of the National 
LGBT Federation of Ireland, and as a protection advisor to the International Network for 
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights. 
 

Danilo Rueda, National Coordinator, Inter-Church Commission for Justice 
and Peace, Colombia 
 
Rueda has been a Defender of Human Rights from the Commission of 
Justice and Peace since 1990, and currently is their Executive Secretary 
for Communications. His undergraduate studies include philosophy, 
theology, and education, with postgraduate studies in political science, 
and training courses with attention to a systemic focus. He is a 

documentary filmmaker and Director of Contagio Multimedia. Rueda has been a professor at the 
Javeriana and Externado University of Colombia and is a victims’ representative in the Inter-
American System of Human Rights. He was the technical secretary of Colombianas and 
Colombianos for Peace and was the driving force of the recognition of acts of acknowledgment 
of responsibility in Bojayá, La Chinita and El Nogal as part of the application of Point 5 of the 
Agreement on Victims of the Conflict towards Peace between FARC EP and the government.   
 



Claudia Virginia Samayoa, Founder, Unidad de Protección a Defensoras y 
Defensores de Derechos Humanos, Guatemala  
Organization Twitter: @udefegua 
Personal Twitter: @tucurclaux 

Samayoa is an internationally acclaimed human rights defender devoted 
to supporting actions from civil society and governments to protect 
defenders at risk as a consequence of their work.  In 2000, after organized 

crime took control of Guatemalan government and reprisals started against HRDs committed to 
building peace and struggling for justice, she organized to create a service that could monitor the 
attacks and support the HRD at risk, and as a result, the UDEFEGUA was born.   Through her 
work, a register of attacks has been developed during the last 19 years, methodologies to protect 
HRDs and to develop integral security programs are currently applied in Guatemala and other 
countries in the region.  Her struggle for a safe environment for HRDs and the recognition of the 
right to defend human rights has included the creation of the International Commission against 
Impunity of Guatemala (CICIG), the support for the process of creation of the  Public Policy for 
Protection of HRD (pending approval) and the creation of an Investigation Protocol for 
crimes committed against HRDs. She is the recipient of numerous awards, including the Myrna 
Mack Award given by the Ombudsman office Aurora Prize (2016) and the Monseñor Gerardi 
Award (2019). Her vision is to support a safe environment for HRDs: "Everyone should  defend 
and promote Human Rights without  fear of reprisals."  

Gimena Sánchez, Director for the Andes and Leading Colombia Human 
Rights Advocacy at WOLA, USA 
Organization Twitter: @WOLA_org 
 
Sánchez is an expert on peace, human rights, labor, and ethnic minority 
issues in Colombia. In addition to Colombia, Sánchez has worked on 
human rights issues in other parts of Latin America and the Caribbean, 
Africa, and Asia. She’s received numerous awards and recognitions for 

her work. In 2012, for example, the Colombian Senate presented WOLA with a human rights 
award for making a significant contribution towards advancing labor rights in recognition of 
Sánchez’s work. Prior to WOLA, Sánchez worked for the protection of human rights 
organizations and peace communities in Colombia with Peace Brigades International. From 1999-
2004, she was Senior Research Analyst at the Brookings Institution-Johns Hopkins/SAIS Project 
on Internal Displacement, supporting the work of the Representative of the U.N. Secretary-
General on Internally Displaced Persons, Francis M. Deng (South Sudan). Originally from 
Argentina, Sánchez’ family was displaced during that country’s civil war, fled to Europe, and 
subsequently moved to the United States. Sánchez holds a master’s degree in International Law 
and International Economics from Johns Hopkins School for Advanced International Studies 
(SAIS) and a bachelor’s degree in Environmental Science and Dance from Columbia University’s 
Barnard College. 
 



Alejandra Serrano Pavón, Attorney, Environmental Law Alliance, México 
Organization Twitter Handle: @ELAWUS 
Personal Twitter Handle: @aleserrano 

 

 

Serrano provides legal assistance to environmental advocates around the 
world. She is the former director of the Southeast office of Centro 
Mexicano de Derecho Ambiental (CEMDA) in Cancún. CEMDA protects 
the environment on behalf of communities and NGOs throughout 

Mexico. Alejandra received her law degree from the Panamericana University (Mexico City) and 
has a procedural law speciality from the same University. She has been advocating on behalf of 
communities for more than 18 years.  Alejandra suffered harassment, intimidation, and digital 
attacks as a direct result of her work to protect ecosystems and community rights in Quintana 
Roo, Mexico.  She worked with ELAW during her long tenure at CEMDA, and joined the ELAW 
team full time two years ago. In addition to her work providing legal support, she works in 
ELAW's Defending Defenders Program. "True justice can only be achieved when all humans live 
in a healthy environment." 

Dr. Livingstone Sewanyana, Founder and Executive Director of Foundation 
for Human Rights Initiative, Uganda 
Personal Twitter: @Lsewanyana 
Organization's Twitter: @fhri2 
 
Currently, Sewanyana is the United Nations Independent Expert on 
Promoting a Democratic and Equitable International Order. He is a 
lawyer by profession and advocate of the High Court of Uganda and 
member of the Uganda Judiciary Sentencing Guidelines Committee.  He 

holds a Ph.D. in Public Law from the University of Cape Town, Republic of South Africa; a 
Master’s of Law in International Human Rights Law with Distinction from the University of 
Essex, United Kingdom; a Bachelor’s of Law with Honors from Makerere University, Uganda; 
and a Post-Graduate Diploma in Legal Studies from the Law Development Centre, Kampala.  He 
holds certificates from specialized studies from the Institute of Social Studies in Hague, and the 
International Institute of Human Rights in France.  He is a recipient of several awards, most recent 
being the Outstanding Young Alumnus Award (2006), African Human Rights Defenders Award 
(2013), the Shanti K. Khinduka Award for Social Development (2013) the European Union Human 
Rights Defender Award (2015), and the NACOBA Service Award (2016).  Sewanyana has written 
and published widely in world-renowned scholarly journals and books on human rights, 
corporate governance, public sector management, and access to justice.  His doctoral studies and 
research focused on the regulatory framework of civic associations in Eastern and Southern 
Africa.  He is the author of “Comparative experiences of NGO Regulatory frameworks:  Eastern 
& Southern Africa” (2017). 
 



Ramesh Sharma, National Coordinator, Ekta Parishad, India 
Organization Twitter: @Ekta_Parishad 
 
Ekta Parishad is a mass-based peoples' movement for land rights with an 
active membership of 250,000 landless poor and is regarded as one of the 
biggest people’s movements in India with an iconic status globally. In 
2012, Ekta Parishad was responsible for organizing and leading a foot 
march of more than 100,000 landless people for over 300 km (from 
Gwalior to Delhi) to demand land rights. As the Campaigner, Sharma is 

one of the chief architects and leaders of such large-scale mass struggles. In the last 20 years, he 
has played an instrumental role in strengthening and expanding Ekta Parishad as one of the most 
significant peoples' struggles for land rights. Sharma has been part of several land reforms 
committees of the Government of India and state governments. In 2008, he was appointed as a 
member of the National Committee on Agrarian Crisis and Land Reforms further in 2012, as a 
member of the National Task Force on Land Reforms by the Government of India. He has traveled 
and worked in solidarity with land rights movements in countries across the globe and is an 
active member of various global and national alliances working on the issues of peace and justice. 
Currently, he is organizing a long march from New Delhi to Geneva (2019-2020) to highlight the 
ideas of Mahatma Gandhi (150 years of Mahatma Gandhi) and speak about the relevance of those 
ideas in dealing with today’s global problems. 
 

Simphiwe Sidu, Coordinator, Southern Africa Human Rights Defenders 
Network, South Africa 

SAHRD is a sub-regional Network that protects and promotes Human 
Rights Defenders in Southern Africa. As part of the Secretariat of the 
Network, Sidu has successfully coordinated fact-finding and trial 
observation missions and collaborated with human rights defenders to 
push back on “weaponization” of the law in Southern Africa. Before 
working with the Network, Sidu clerked at the Supreme Court of Appeal, 

South Africa, for all the Justices of the Court. She has also worked at the South African Human 
Rights Commission as a compliance officer in the right of access to information unit. Sidu is 
currently completing her Masters of Law in International Human Rights Law at the University of 
Notre Dame, USA.  
 

Hajia Hajara Telly, National President, Federation of Muslim Women 
Associations, Ghana 
 
Telly is the Founder and Executive Director for the Enterprising Women 
in Development, an NGO in Tamale, Ghana. Telly is a Gender Advocate 
who has been selflessly fighting for Women’s Empowerment in various 
endeavors. Through her organization, she managed to advocate for the 
participation of women in decision-making processes at the grassroots 

levels and is committed to promoting children’s right to education, especially among Muslim 
communities where girl child illiteracy is high. These efforts eventually saw the increasing 
emergence of women leadership in some of these communities. The drive to reduce poverty 
among women and girls, including the physically challenged, in Northern Ghana motivated her 
to selflessly share her knowledge through skills training including Batik, tie-dye, soap making, 



etc., for more than 3000 women and young girls over the past two decades. For her valuable 
contributions to this area, her efforts were duly recognized in 2018 at the Tamale Mayoral Awards 
where she was awarded for her outstanding contribution to the advancement of women, 
peacebuilding, and eradication of poverty through effective networking and advocacy in the 
Region. Telly also devotes her time towards peacebuilding efforts in Northern Ghana, where 
communities are fraught with these occasional conflicts which adversely affect women and 
children, through her role as a member of the Northern Regional Peace Council. She believes that, 
no matter how small your light is, shine it in your little corner always. 
 

Henri Tiphagne, Executive Director of People's Watch, HRD Alert (Indian 
Human Rights Defender), India  
 
Through his organization People's Watch, Tiphagne has been supporting 
victims of state violence for over 20 years, despite the trials faced by the 
organization in fighting the suspension of its registration under the 
Foreign Contributions Regulations Act (FCRA) by the Indian 
government for nearly two years. The Tamil Nadu-based human rights 
NGO continues to work for the promotion and protection of human 

rights through the monitoring of human rights violations, strategic advocacy, and solidarity with 
peoples’ struggles. Tiphagne has been tirelessly and bravely standing up for human rights as he 
helps victims claim their rights and seek redress. His organization's invaluable work includes 
campaigning against discrimination and the use of torture in India. His work has also extended 
to national networks such as the All India Network of NGOs and Individuals working with 
National and State Human Rights Institutions (AiNNI) and the Human Rights Defenders Alert-
India (HRDA), the Convenor of the Working Group on Human Rights in India and the UN 
(WGHR) as well as at the regional and global levels as the Chairperson of the Asian Forum for 
Human Rights and Development (FORUM-ASIA) and Executive Committee member of the 
World Organization Against Torture (OMCT) and the International Dalit Solidarity Network 
(IDSN). 
 

Maria Patricia Tobón Yagari, Commissioner, Ethnic Commission, Colombia 
 
Tobón is an Indigenous lawyer from Embera, Colombia, who speaks two 
of the various dialects of the Embera language. Tobón has legal training 
in ethnic territory rights and a specialization in Constitutional Rights. 
Since 2006, Tobón has worked as a consultant and advisor to different 
indigenous organizational processes, afro descendants, human rights 
organizations, UN agencies, and international organizations, in 
initiatives related to indigenous people’s rights, particularly on the 

special indigenous jurisdiction, and the access to justice for indigenous groups and individuals, 
and indigenous victims’ rights to collective reparation and restitution of their territorial 
rights.  With experience in litigation, coordination of consultation processes, construction of 
normative instruments, and public policies for indigenous peoples in Colombia, she has been 
able to establish intercultural dialogues with social movements, government agencies, 
international organizations, academia and the private sector, among others. Throughout her 
career she has also carried out actions oriented to the defense of indigenous women’s rights; and 
is currently one of the Commissioners on the Commission for the Clarity of Truth, Coexistence 



and Non-Repetition of Colombia, which oversees and guides the Office of Ethnic Peoples and the 
Office of Social Dialogue, specifically in reference to the objectives of Non-Repetition.    
 

Hind Turki, Volunteer Member at Libyan Women Forum, United Kingdom 
Organization Twitter Handle: @lwf_twt 
 
Turki is a long-standing volunteer and member of Libyan Women Forum 
(LWF), a non-profit organization that works to empower Libyan women 
to become active participants in the rebuilding of the country post-
revolution. LWF’s recent work has been focused on peacebuilding and 
mediation, aiming to advance peace culture, pluralism, and universal 

human rights norms in Libya, as well as counter-extremism from an Islamic perspective. Inspired 
by the work of her mother within the organization, Turki has been contributing to LWF projects 
remotely since 2012 whilst studying in the UK. She is an avid debater and strong advocate for the 
participation of women in policymaking and reform. 
 

Jacob van Garderen, Director of The Public Interest Practice, South Africa 
Personal Twitter: @JacobvGarderen 
Organization Twitter: @public_practice 
  
Van Garderen is a South African human rights lawyer with more than 
twenty years’ experience in social justice activism and strategic litigation. 
He served as National Director of Lawyers for Human Rights, a leading 
human rights organization in South Africa specializing in strategic 

litigation, refugees and migrant rights, land reform, farmworkers, housing, penal reform, gender 
equality, and environmental rights, from 2008 to 2018. He has written and lectured on human 
rights law and practice and serves on the boards of a range of South African and regional human 
organizations working in the fields of social justice, the rule of law, and migration. In 2018, van 
Garderen co-founded The Public Interest Practice, a human rights consulting firm supporting 
African civil society organizations working on rights advocacy and public interest litigation. Since 
the beginning of 2019, he has been working with the Southern Africa Human Rights Defenders 
Network and AfricanDefenders to establish the Ubuntu Hub Cities Initiative, which is a city-
based relocation initiative for human rights defenders at risk across Africa. 

 
Colleen Wessel-McCoy, Co-Coordinator, Kairos Center for Religions, 
Rights, and Social Justice, USA 
Organization Twitter: @Kairos_Center 
 
Wessel-McCoy is Co-Coordinator of Poverty Scholarship and Leadership 
Development at the Kairos Center and Lecturer in Practical Theology at 
Union Theological Seminary. She has worked for twenty years at the 
intersection of religion and social transformation as part of a growing 

leadership of the poor to end poverty and fully realize human rights. As part of the Poor People's 
Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival she has joined the growing movement of poor and 
impacted people to take on the enmeshed evils of poverty, racism, war economy, environmental 
devastation, and distorted moral narrative.  



 
Phyllis Young, American Indian Rights Activist, Standing Rock, USA 
 
A member of Standing Rock in North and South Dakota, Young has been 
an American Indian rights activist for more than 40 years. She is most 
widely known for her leadership role in the anti-Dakota Access Pipeline 
struggle in 2016/2017. Young worked for Standing Rock from October 
2015 to September 2017, as an organizer of the Oceti Sakowin Camp, 
where tens of thousands of protesters known as “water 
protectors,”gathered overtime to resist construction of the 1,172-mile-

long oil pipeline. Young is a member of the American Indian Movement, and as such she worked 
with Russell Means during his lifetime and other national Native American activists. In 1978 she 
co-founded Women of All Red Nations with Madonna Thunder Hawk. Between 1993 and 2008, 
Young served on the board of the National Museum of the American Indian, and in 1977 she 
helped coordinate the first conference on Indians in the Americas by the United Nations in 
Geneva, Switzerland. Young is currently an organizer for the Lakota People’s Law Project, a 
nonprofit law firm led by Attorney Daniel Sheehan providing legal defense to water protectors 
in the aftermath of the Standing Rock DAPL struggle. In 2018, Young became one of six people 
to be selected for the 2018 Massachusetts Institute of Technology “Solve Fellowship” with the 
Oceti Sakowin. As a Fellow, she was granted $10,000 in funding to put toward her efforts to bring 
renewable energy to the Standing Rock Reservation. 
 
Stacey Hopkins, Voting Rights Advocate, Atlanta, USA 
 
Sharon J. Hill, Women’s Rights Advocate, Atlanta, USA  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carter Center Staff 
 



Brandy Blue, Program Associate, Human Rights Program, USA 
Organizational Twitter: @congomines 
 
Blue is a program associate for the Human Rights Program at The Carter 
Center, focusing on extractive industries governance projects in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. Before joining the Center, she was the in-
country director for Midwives for Haiti, where she led program goal-
setting, execution, and evaluation for eight maternal health programs in 
central Haiti. Prior to that, she served as a youth and women 

development facilitator with Peace Corps Morocco, where she led gender-based programming 
and youth capacity building. Blue has also worked for private law firms in Paris and Atlanta. She 
holds a Juris Doctor with a specialization in international law and human rights from Tulane 
University School of Law and bachelor’s degrees in speech communications and French from the 
University of Georgia. 
 

Faizat Badmus-Busari, Program Assistant, Human Rights Program, USA 
Personal Twitter: @Dwomensadvocate 
 
Badmus-Busari is a human rights practitioner who joined the Carter 
Center’s Human Rights Program in 2019. Since 2016, she served in 
various roles at The Carter Center, including as a graduate assistant and 
an election observer to Liberia. She is currently completing her Doctoral 
studies at Emory University School of Law, titled “Rethinking the Role of 
International Human Rights Law and Religion in achieving Gender 

Equality and Justice in Africa.” Her academic interest and professional expertise include 
International Human Rights Law with a particular focus on women's and children's rights, as 
well as International Law and Islamic Law. Prior to starting her Doctoral program, Badmus-
Busari served as an Associate Attorney at Babalakin & Co., Nigeria, worked at the World Trade 
Center of New Orleans, and interned at UN Women. She received her Master of Law at Tulane 
University, New Orleans, and Bachelor of Law from University of Maiduguri, Nigeria. Badmus-
Busari was a 2016-2017 recipient of the American Association of University Women (AAUW) 
International Fellowship Award. 
 

President Jimmy Carter, Former President of the United States and Co-
Founder of The Carter Center, USA  
 
Jimmy Carter served as President of the United States from 1977 to 1981. 
Significant foreign policy accomplishments of his administration 
included the Panama Canal treaties, the Camp David Accords, the treaty 
of peace between Egypt and Israel, the SALT II treaty with the Soviet 
Union, and the establishment of U.S. diplomatic relations with the 
People's Republic of China. In 1982, President Carter became University 

Distinguished Professor at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia, and co-founded The Carter 
Center. Actively guided by President Carter, the nonpartisan and nonprofit Center addresses 
national and international issues of public policy. Carter Center staff and associates join with 
President Carter in efforts to resolve conflict, promote democracy, protect human rights, and 
prevent disease and other afflictions. President Carter has received numerous awards, including 
a Nobel Peace Prize in 2002. He has authored 32 books encompassing his life, works, and 



principles. His book, A Call to Action: Women, Religion, Violence, and Power (2014), addresses the 
suffering inflicted upon women by a false interpretation of carefully selected religious texts and 
a growing tolerance of violence and warfare. 

 
Rosalynn Carter, Former First Lady of the United States and Co-Founder of 
The Carter Center, USA 
 
Rosalynn Carter, former First Lady of the United States, has worked for 
more than four decades to improve the quality of life for people around 
the world. She is a leading advocate for mental health, caregiving, early 
childhood immunization, human rights, and conflict resolution through 
her work at The Carter Center and elsewhere. A full partner with the 
President in the Center's activities, the former First Lady is a member of 

The Carter Center Board of Trustees and co-founder. She created and chairs the Center's Mental 
Health Task Force, an advisory body of experts, consumers, and advocates promoting positive 
change in the mental health field. In 1999 she was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
and, in 2001, inducted into the National Women’s Hall of Fame. 
 

Halidou Ngapna, Program Manager, Human Rights House, DRC 
Organization Twitter: @MDHCongo 
Personal Twitter: @HNgapna 
 
Ngapna is a human rights practitioner with a decade-long experience 
with the United Nations in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. He 
has worked and researched on post-conflict and contemporary human 
rights issues. In 2015, Ngapna was appointed Head of the United Nations 
Joint Human Rights Office in Kinshasa. He was at the frontline of the 

international community’s response to the crackdown on dissent and shrinking of political space 
in the DRC amid a delayed electoral process and attempt of the ruling regime to extend its grip 
on power. He played a key role in organizing support to human rights defenders, journalists, 
whistleblowers, and political opponents in coordination with other international actors 
throughout the electoral process. When elections finally took place in December 2018, Ngapna 
oversaw the monitoring of the human rights situation in Kinshasa and western provinces of the 
DRC. This included assessment and monitoring missions on the electoral and post-electoral 
phases of the process as well as technical cooperation activities with different stakeholders and 
human rights diplomacy during elections. This experience was shared with OHCHR in Kenya 
during the last presidential elections and in Burundi to establish functioning HRD protection 
mechanisms. At the Carter Center, Ngapna works to support civil society organizations in the 
areas of youth participation in public life, women’s rights, and human rights defenders.  
 
 



Erin Crysler, Associate Director, Human Rights Program, USA 
 
Crysler currently manages the Extractive Industries Governance project 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo. She joined The Carter Center as an 
intern in 2007. As an assistant program coordinator, she worked on the 
2008 election observation mission in Ghana and a capacity-building 
initiative for African Union election observers. Prior to joining the 
Center, she was a Peace Corps volunteer in Benin focused on secondary 
education, gender equality, and AIDS awareness. Crysler earned her 

bachelor's degree in English from the University of Georgia, and her master’s in international 
affairs from Georgia Tech. 
 

Avery Davis-Roberts, Associate Director, Democracy Program, USA 
 
Davis-Roberts manages the Center's Democratic Election Standards 
Project, which seeks to develop the criteria by which observers assess a 
democratic process. She has worked on Carter Center election 
observation missions in Asia, Africa, South America, and the Middle 
East. She gained her undergraduate and graduate degrees from the 
School of Oriental and African Studies at the University of London. 
 
Ashley Gary, Program Assistant, Human Rights Program, USA 
 
Gary joined The Carter Center in May 2019. As a program assistant, she 
supports the Center’s human rights projects in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. Prior to joining the Center, she provided administrative 
support and coordination at the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, 
National Science Foundation, and Center for Advancement of Informal 
Science Education in the Washington, D.C. metro area. She is currently 
completing a master’s degree in environmental science and policy at 

George Mason University. 
 

Melanie Hilton, Senior Program Associate, Human Rights Program, USA 
 
Hilton joined The Center in July 2018 to work primarily on the 
Mobilizing Faith for Women and Girls Initiative. With experience 
leading gender-responsive interventions aimed at ending violence 
against women and girls in transitional democracies and post-conflict 
settings, Hilton managed programs that increased urban safety and 
access to justice for women and girls in Zimbabwe, Myanmar, 
Bangladesh, and Kenya. In Myanmar, she undertook a gender needs 

assessment within Rohingya communities, researched the gender inclusivity of peace 
agreements, and served as a consultant for U.N. Women’s peace, security, and migration 
programs. As ActionAid Myanmar’s women’s rights advisor, she managed multi-donor projects 
and provided technical support for the Building Resilience and Adaptation to Climate Extremes 
and Disasters consortium. Hilton also worked to support women’s political leadership in Kenya, 
extend civil family law to Muslim women in Nepal, and trained India’s administrative officers 
on inclusive governance strategies. She has interned with the U.N. International Criminal 



Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia and the US’ Federal Judicial Center and served as a Former 
Senator John Glenn fellow. Hilton is a graduate of Muskingum University and, as a recipient of 
Rotary International’s Ambassadorial Scholarship, earned a Master’s in Global Politics and Law 
from the University of Sheffield. 
 

Dr. Jennie K. Lincoln, Director, Latin America and Caribbean Program, 
USA 
 
Lincoln manages the Center’s projects in Latin America and staffs former 
President Carter’s activities in the region, she is also a Professor at the 
Sam Nunn School of International Affairs at the Georgia Institute of 
Technology where she teaches Latin American Politics and U.S. Foreign 
Policy toward Latin America.  She has been a credentialed international 
election observer in twenty elections.  A highlight of her work at The 

Carter Center has been her engagement with the Colombian peace process.  Her team supported 
the final push of negotiations that resulted in the signing of Peace Accords that brought an end 
to a 52-year civil war between the government and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia-
People’s Army (FARC-EP).  In addition to her academic career, Lincoln has a distinguished record 
of consulting for the US government, nongovernmental organizations, and private sector 
companies with her expertise in Latin American Politics and U.S. Foreign Policy. She received 
her Ph.D. in Political Science from The Ohio State University and taught previously at Miami 
University (Ohio).  Lincoln was a Fulbright Professor in Costa Rica from 1984-86 and was the 
Associate Director of the Latin American and Caribbean Program at the Carter Center before 
going to Georgia Tech in 1991.   Lincoln has been a Policy Advisor for the U.S. Southern 
Command J3/J5 exercises and is Adjunct Faculty for the U.S. Dept of Defense Institute of Security 
Cooperation Studies (DISCS) at Wright Patterson AFB.    
 

Laura M. Olson, Director, Human Rights Program, USA 
Organization Twitter: @forumonwomen 
 
Olson assumed her duties as director of the Human Rights Program at 
The Carter Center in July 2017. Olson joined The Carter Center from the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security Office for Civil Rights and Civil 
Liberties (CRCL), where she had been immigration section chief since 
2010, focusing on immigration and human rights matters. During her 
federal service, Olson also served as acting director of the CRCL 

Programs Branch, as well as senior policy advisor to the U.S. Department of State Special Envoy 
for Guantánamo Closure. Earlier in her career, Olson worked for over a decade as legal adviser 
to the International Committee of the Red Cross, serving in Geneva, Moscow, and Washington, 
D.C. Olson holds an LL.M. in international legal studies from New York University School of 
Law and a J.D. and M.A. in philosophy from the University of Iowa. 
 



Jason Parker, Web Communications Specialist, Human Rights Program, 
USA 
Organization Twitter: @forumonwomen 
 
Parker specializes in creating and fostering online communities 
dedicated to real-world action. Before coming to The Carter Center in 
2016, he spent most of his career in journalism and higher education. 
Parker’s work and leadership have won awards from the Newspaper 
Association of America, Associated Press, Atlanta Press Club, and the 

Atlanta Association of Black Journalists, among others. Parker is a native of Richmond Hill, 
Georgia. He holds an MFA in Photography from the Savannah College of Art and Design and an 
M.Ed. in Instructional Technology from Georgia Southern University. 
 

Amb. (Ret.) Mary Ann Peters, Chief Executive Officer, USA 
Organization Twitter: @CarterCenter 
 
Ambassador Peters joined The Carter Center on Sept. 1, 2014. As CEO, 
Ambassador Peters provides vision and leadership for The Carter Center 
and oversees program implementation and operations. Ambassador 
Peters was Provost of the U.S. Naval War College from September 2008 
to July 2014. Previously, she served as Dean of Academics at the George 
C. Marshall European Center for Security Studies in Garmisch-

Partenkirchen, Germany. Ambassador Peters spent more than 30 years as a career diplomat.  
From 2000 to 2003, she served as U.S. Ambassador to Bangladesh, leading the Embassy response 
to the September 11 attack. Prior to her posting in Dhaka, Ambassador Peters was the Deputy 
Chief of Mission in Ottawa, Canada, responsible for managing the embassy and supervising six 
U.S. consulates general. From 1995 to 1997, Ambassador Peters served as Director for European 
and Canadian affairs on the National Security Council staff, where she worked on Northern 
Ireland peace process. Ambassador Peters’ earlier postings include Sofia, Bulgaria, Moscow 
during the Soviet era, Rangoon and Mandalay in Burma, and Frankfurt, Germany. Ambassador 
Peters is a graduate of Santa Clara University and holds an MA from the Johns Hopkins School 
of Advanced International Studies.  She is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and 
Women in International Security and serves on the board of the Cetana Educational Foundation. 
 

Elizabeth Plachta, Associate Director, Democracy and Human Rights 
Programs, USA 
 
Plachta oversees two of The Carter Center’s projects in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo that work with local organizations to observe 
elections and protect/promote human rights. She has been with the 
Center since 2010 and has supported election observation missions in 
Libya, Sierra Leone, Liberia, and Sudan. Prior to joining the Carter 
Center, Plachta was a consultant for the United Nations Office on Drugs 

and Crime, where her work included assisting with programming efforts on prison reform in 
southern Sudan, supporting a counter-piracy program in Kenya, and participating in prison and 
security-sector assessment missions in southern Sudan and Ghana. While in law school, Plachta 
focused primarily on international and human rights law and was involved in international law 
practica on women's rights in Tanzania, rule of law in Liberia, and international criminal 



tribunals. Plachta earned a joint bachelor’s in international affairs and Spanish from Georgia Tech 
and a law degree from Washington and Lee University School of Law. 
 

Karin Ryan, Senior Policy Advisor on Human Rights and Special 
Representative on Women and Girls, Human Rights Program, USA 
Personal Twitter: @KarinDianeRyan 
Organization Twitter: @forumonwomen 
 
Ryan is the Senior Advisor for Human Rights and Special Representative 
on Women and Girls at The Carter Center. She has served in various 
capacities at the Center since 1988, advising President and Mrs. Carter on 
human rights issues and assisting them with efforts on behalf of victims 

of human rights violations. Ryan has represented the Center in negotiations at the United Nations 
addressing the human rights of women, human rights defenders, and establishment of the 
International Criminal Court and Human Rights Council. Ryan convened the Annual Human 
Rights Defenders Forum from 2003 - 2019, which gathers courageous and effective activists and 
leaders from around the world to examine pressing challenges for the human rights movement. 
Ryan holds Bachelor's degrees in Political Science from Emory University and in Contemporary 
Writing and Production from Berklee College of Music. 
 

Ismael Tutu, Transparency and Advocacy Coordinator, Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC) 
 
Tutu is a Congolese civil society actor who has been working for The 
Carter Center Extractive Industries Governance Program since 
December 2013. He studied Economics and Management at the 
University of Lubumbashi, where he graduated in 2019. He is 
particularly concerned about the lack of transparency that characterizes 
the exploitation of natural resources in the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo and its consequences, including human rights violations and loss of income for the 
country. Tutu’s current work aims to promote transparency and accountability in the exploitation 
of the DRC's natural resources through the training of local civil society actors in advocacy on 
topics such as mining taxation and the promotion of respect for human rights-related extraction 
of resources. 
 

Nandi Vanka, Program Associate, Human Rights Program, USA 
 
Vanka joined The Carter Center in October of 2015. She currently works 
on the Center's Human Rights House project in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo and previously contributed to the Center’s U.S. Elections 
project. Before coming to the Center, Vanka interned with the White 
House Council on Women and Girls and volunteered with victims of 
domestic minor sex trafficking in the metro Atlanta area. She holds 
bachelor’s degrees in international studies and French studies from 

Emory University. 
 



P. Craig Withers, Acting Vice-President, Peace Programs & Senior 
Director of International Support, USA 
Organization Twitter Handle: @CarterCenter 
 
Withers manages the Office of International Support serving 30 programs 
in 17 countries in Asia, Latin America, and Africa as well as election 
observation missions. He has worked on Guinea worm eradication in 
Sudan and Nigeria and as a regional technical advisor in Burkina Faso 
for The Carter Center. Withers has more than 40 years of experience in 

public health and policy. He received a Master of Business Administration in international 
business and a Master of Health Administration in health planning from Georgia State University 
and a Bachelor of Science from the University of Notre Dame. His honors include awards for 
work done as special assistant to the deputy director of the National Institute for Occupational 
Safety and Health at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and recognition by the 
Republic of South Sudan for his contributions to Guinea worm eradication. 
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Lauren DiCesare, Defenders Project Assistant (temp.), Human Rights Program, USA 

Lisa-Ruth Karnes, Intern, Human Rights Program, Fall 2019, USA 

Caroline Knox, Intern, Human Rights Program, Fall 2019, USA 

Kelly Ryan, Intern, Democracy and Human Rights, Fall 2019, USA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


